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EXPLAIN'D. 


= 14 N 1 ud various abe Sh 6 
pinions about the Deſign, "as 
well as abont'the Meaning and 
real and true Senſe of the ſhort 
\ Diſcourſe lately writ by the 
Celebrated Dr. Mead, for pte- 

e the plague The various T urns of 
= Heads of Aferent Men, their different 
acities, and the Sublimity of the DoQor's 

FP e ma 5 no doubt, occafion all this Variety 
in unde anding Him and his Book. Some, 
and if we ma Res by the great Run and 
Demand for Nis Book, the greateſt Number 
. of the People of all Ranks ex expected ſome E/- 
kulgpian, but eaſy Rules, whereby they might 
govern and conddd their Life aga inſt ſo Gent 
In Enemy as the Peſtilence, which walketh 
Dafkneſs. This ſeems to be mote than d 


5 Cor. 


= | . 2 0 CY ) \ TOE. La e 
Conjecture, becauſe this great Demand ceas'd. - 
of a ſudden, as the Plague it ſelf commonly. 
does, after they found the Phyſician had no 
hand in it, or that his Rules were locked up 
for the Favourites of his Faculty. And as the 
People commonly make the beſt Judgment of 
Things after a little Experience, ſo we find 
this Judgment of the Town confirmed, b 
what his Friends, eAdefts, and other Officers, 
who only underftand or declare what Dr, 
Mead would have believed; and accordingly 
they labour to declare, that the genuine 
Meaning and Deſign of the Celebrated Do- 
ctor was, to give a Politick Account, how - 
the Plague may be ſtaved off by Force of 
Arms. | | 3 
I grant this Authority is very cogent; yet, 
on the other hand, if we either conſider the 
Title Page of the Book, the great Accurate- 
neſs and Veracity of Dr. Mead, as well as his 
ſignal Humility, 1 muſt crave leave to diſſent, 
at this time, from the Reports of theſe Men, 
tho? they carry his daily and hourly Orders: 
for how do ſuch Reports ſute all thoſe his 
known good Qualities, the laſt more eſpecial- 
ly. Can any Man think it conſiſtent with his 
ſingular Humility, to teach the Secretary of 
State, what has been practiſed in our own 
and other Countries for ſome hundred of 
Years : Quarantines and Peſt-Houſes, or if the 
Doctor pleaſes, Lazarettoes, are not unknown 
% Engliſh Lawyers, nor Engliſh Mane, 
br, 5 


(3) 


And therefore I think: it much the faireſt 


Courſe; to conſider the Diſcourſe; well, he- 
cauſe it is ſhort, and from thence to draw the 
Senfe of its Autor. 7 


Io do all imaginable Rig 
we will begin with the Title- Page, that no- 
thing material may ſeem to be chegleRed, 
There we find it is to he a Diſcourſe concern- 


ing Peſtilential Contagion, and Methods to 


prevent it. Turning next to the Dedication, 
he tells his Patron that he rather chuſes to put 
\down t he principal Heads Cgut ion, than s 
Set of Directions in Turm. This Head he 
ſeems to ſuggeſt chiefly to conſiſt in performi- 
ing Quarantines, and other things that may 
he collected from Hiſtory. The next (Head 
I ſuppoſe) is concerning the ſuppreſſing Infecti- 
an here; which he tells us is very different from 
the Methods taken in former times among us, 
and from what they commonly do abroad; but 
(as he very modeſtly: perſwades himfelf) will 
be found agreeable to Reaſon. This Account 
differs very much from the Rumours and Opi- 
nions now prevailing in the World; for we 
are to beentertain'd with a preventing Me- 

thod, as far as Phyſick and Politicks extend, 

and on that Account cannot fail to be very 

new when finiſhed ; becauſe all former Ac- 

counts are very defective, the filent Attacks 
of the Peſtilence having been hitherto undiſ- 
cover'd by all former Phyſicians. And there- 
tere is there any Perſon ſo hard- hearted, or fo 
— | B 2 (tupid, 


nt to Dr. Mead, 


(+) 
ſtupid, that lloes not a a and prick! up his 
W- - Ears at thole raviſhi xpteſſions, ho does 
| not deſire tobe i 1 in this Method of 
| p eventing this unmerciful Enemy to Man- 


ind. Come on then, and liſten to the Cele- 
brated Dr. Mead, Whodrings Death to Peſti- 
lential Contagion; as be is ſaid to have 
— — he was compoling this Work. 
ut we will next follow Dr. Mead into the 
Bock it ſelf, Where we find that he thinks it 
veceſſary to premiſe ſomewhat in general con- 
\Cermng Contagion, and the Manner by which 
it a But alas! we are to meet with no · 
thing but Diſappointments, ſo ſoon are we 
fallen from all _ Ho — Expectations: 
Nothing to be found either of Contagion, or 
the manner of its acting, tho' the Title of. 
the Book promiſes it, aud d the firſt entring up- 
on the Diſcourſe declares it to be neceſſary. 
This is the very Soul of the Book, the ſub- 
jett Matter upon which every thing turns, the 
"Cauſe "of: the Plague, and the Indication for 
preventing and en the Plague, are to be 
drew our of it. 

Beſides, the mal ancient: and beſt Phyſi- 
eians knew nothing of Contagion, and far leſs 
of Peftilential Contagion; Words anly brought 
in by Phyſicians in later times, and of Igno- 

rance; and therefore ſuch ſuſpected Words 
ought to be well deſcribed and defined before 
they are made uſe of; either in diſeovering 
The Native of r Diſeaſes, or When we. 
p N are 


den ut Methods of preventing.or curing 
upon ſuch Diſcov 


men my Deſign in Dr. Mead's, Method, as 


Fm infected Places. What. a 


(5 


eries. eee 
Jo leave this Enquiry about bout Coptagion to 
another Occaſion, We will only obſerve, that 
is neceſſary 1 is overſeen and neglected 
y the Accurate Dr.-Mead, for Rea ſong e 
3 to himſelf; and eaſily to be gueſſed at 
y every body. It muſt be acknowledged that 
or's way of writing and i Aue is 
very ſingular, the remaining part of his Book 
being carried on without Principles, or any 
known thing wh which his Subject to be e 
plained has wu re lation. an Do ara a 
But, as I have now undertaken. to make 
this ſhort Diſcourſe; more intelligible, .I will 


r as. that does not obſcure the Subject: In 
that Caſe I will take the Liberty to keep the 
Thread of our Diſcourſe as much in our view 
as-it-is-poſſible, .., Dr, Mead then having takea 
leaveof f Contagion, tells us, that this vr hy 
Contagion is propegated by three. 123 
Air. 4 es Pex/ons, and Gyods 3 


Cauſe may be, ſhall be left to-choſe that RAGS 
An Metaphyicks, to determine; it matters 


not What it appears to be, while the begetti 
Cauſe i is unknown. 4 


As to Air, he now undertakes to neu- 41 
how it becomes Infectious, and how it commn- 


nicates "its noxions "Quality to other Bodies. 


The firſt, by the n of Hippocrates and 


Galen; ; 


(6 
Bal; but in this he miſtakes his Authors, 
as he commonly does when they do not come 


up to his Purpoſe, for Hippocrates is thought, 


many Authors, not to'treat of the Plague, | 


in this third Book of his Epidemicks'; Galen, 


nin the Commentary quoted by Dr. Mead, = 
po fax from thinking that Hippocrates was re- 


Tolved to give us Caſes of the Plague, that 
he thought quite otherwiſe : And for the 
Truth of this Aſſertion, take an irrefragable 
Authority, ##ſtar omnium, the learned Dr. 


Friend, who fays at the Remark * Aαν , 


Bic oprie lent CJ cont . 
quidem ts by Nes ab Hippoerate legen 


— eft gontagii veſtigium: Sed ut Galenus 


innuit, aliud non eſt, quam ENA gig. 
And a little aſter, ſed e's titulus Galeno pau- 
Telus ſuſpectus eſt. 

We will not inſiſt upon this Senſe of Hip- 
Pocrater; but ſuppoſe he there truly treats of 
the plague, and that he has obſerved ſuch a 
Temperament of Air to have preceeded it, 
what is this to Contagion and infection, which 
neither Hippocrates nor Galen ever dream'd 
of. Beſides, Hi, ippocrates calls the Pl 

Fever, and in his Opinion ſeveral ados 
of Air, to him, and us, perhaps, unknown, 
produced Plagues, or Fevers (for theſe Words 


are ynonimèus n him) and the greateſt , 
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Part of other BS. So that it is manifeſk 
from Hippocrates, that this, and many other 
Alterations of the Air do not make it In- 
A. -” 22 
The following Paragraph is of no Force; 
after what is now ſaid concerning Hippocra- 
tes; the beſt Hiſtorian, that is not a Phy- 
ſician, is never preſumed to go beyond an 
Account and Relation of Matter of Fact, as 
he apprehends it ; and ſo far went the great 
n in relating the Plague of „At bent. 
e will rather conſider hat the Doctor al- 
ledges for ſtrengthning his Conjecture about 
Contagion. * Stinks of ſtagnating 
in hot Weather ; putrid Exbalations from the 
Earth; and above all, the Corruption of dead 
Carcaſſes being unburied, haue occafion'd in- 
fectiaus Diſeaſes, Let us now ſuppoſe this 
Account to be true, yet his chief Article a- 
bout Carcaſſes is abſolutely falſe, as may be 

prov'd by one of the beſt Phyſicians in any 

Ape ; what is all this to Contagion breeding 
the Plague: For ſuppoſe again, ſome or aff 
of them abon'd infect ius Diſeaſes, the 
Conſequence is not, Ergo, the Plague; there 
being many contagious Diſeaſes that are nei- 
ther Plague nor Mortal. 3 
Fet, as if all this were Demonſtration, he 
"aſſerts, That the Plague is produced by a 
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Contbrrinte of Cauſes ; and their f, Effe i. 
is Degree of Stagnation in the' Air, which is 

follow'd by Corruption, and Putrefaction. 3 
IZ / needleſs to enter upon this Hint of fic 
|  Fypot befis ; lor if his Machine coe 0, 
| br Infectidn, be good, theſe are unnecęſfary. 
But alas the celebrated Doctor has, in tlie 
| Concluſion, deftroy'd the Whole Fabrick he 
had rear'd with fo much Trouble, after he 
had borroued Brick from one, Mortar from 
| another, and Timber from a third; and ons 
| ly becauſe he became, againſt Nature an 
| his own Genius, 4 Maſter-Builder. Is a Con- 
'* *. Eurrence of all the ſuppoſed Cauſes neceſſary 
. to make a Plague? Then there never was a 


Plague in the World; and that becauſe theſ 


| _ Cauſes never all met together: A hopeful 
| Concluſion! and which at once delivers the 
| World of inſufferable Fears, they hitherto 


= groan'd under, by a vulgar. Error; which is 
| dow contrary to Experience, becauſe it is ſo to 
1 Dr. Mead's Reaſoning. 
| | ; Hippocrates, on the other Hand, under - 
| 
7 
; 


takes only to relate the Conſtitution of the 
ear When Plagues and Fewers were very fre- 
| quent; he never thought of making any 
| | particular Conſtitution, or the Weather 1a it, 
| the Cauſe of Plagues univerſally : If he had, 
Experience ſhould have ſhewn the conttary; 
| * to which he would have ſubmitted. But not 


to enter into any other Conſtitutions that 
might happen in Greece; Experience! et ĩes 


loudly 


CE) 
loiidly agsinft this Hh; gabe 55 Dt. Ad; 
ſince we 17 — that 225 and cout inne | 
Weathet produces the Peſtilence, moſt pig. 
inohly, in our Northern Climates. The Win⸗ 
ter 1664, was a continued Froſt all through, 
as Dr. Hodges informs us; yet the Plague 
broke but in 1 Chriſima time, When it Was 
in its Ste The Plague in Dam iet, 
mention'd 71 br. Mead, Was in the Winter, 
oo every was bound up with a ſevete 
Froft ; yet ſo violent was this Plague, that it 
1220 the Diunkirk-Fever in the Fag-end of it; 
as Dr. Mead learnedly conjectures. 80 ik 
the peſtilence frequently, and moſt common- 
2 in a Seaſon very oppoſite to What 


Doctor finds necefſaty for breedi ng Ife 185 


248805 and Corruption, the Fevirkants of. a 


= ol all this Accdtint it ts manifeft; chit 
de hitherto know nothing of Contagion, n 
of any Corruption 6 balk into 2 0 1 
it is to foment and cheri F 
bende the Peſtilence; as alſo t Fee. this N 10110 
dk onfagion taken vp and eſpouſed By later 

yhcians, is very ill ſupported by hel and 

til worſe by Dr. Mead, 9970 is little accſuaib- 
bed With their O ihions, ſo common and ob- 
vious in Books 955 ke. And therefore as 
he has been very itil appy in diſcovering the 
in Air that makes it infeQious; we 
will try far better Succeſs, in his diſcovering 


22 hereby it communicates its ndxious 
wality to of er Bodies; Cc 
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In order to purſue this Diſcourſe with great: 
er Exa ctneſs, it is neceſſary to eaſe our Me- 
mory from carrying the different Particulars 
of ſeven Pages, and not to oblige the Reader 
to take, on truſt, what is writ ſo long before. 
It may, perhaps, be uſeful to Dr. Mead to tell 
us *, that he, lately, left the Air in @ putrid 
State; but that is nothing to us, who are at 
this preſent time ſenſible that the Doctor has 
not been able to bring the leaſt Speck of Putre- 
fact ion into it. However, not to balk him in 
his projected Means, whereby it communi- 
cates its noxious Quality; he deſires us to ob- 
ſerve, that Putrefaction is à kind of Fermenta- 
tion, and that all Bodies in a Ferment emit a 
volatile ative Spirit, of Power to agitate, and 
Put into inteſtine Motions, that is, tochange the 
Natare of other Fluids, into which it inſinuates 
it ſelf. Now we have obſerved it, we find 
every Article of this Obſervation to be falſe; 
for Putrefact ion does not. always precede Fer- 


mentation, nor that every body in a Ferment 


.emits volatile Spirits, nor that volatile Spirits 


have a Power to agitate, or to put into int 
ſtine Motions all Liquors into which they inſi. 
nuate themſelves ; and till far leſs, that be. 


ing put into_ inteſtine Motions, is to change 
the Nature of the Fluid thus put in Motion. 


What Uſe the Doctor may have for this Roll 
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of precarious Aſſert ions, time may tell us: for 
he has now got the Maſter-Key of all Philo- 
ſophy, even Fermentation, into his Hand. By 
Fermentation Stones, 'Metals, Plants, eAmi- 
mals, and (if it pleaſes him) the Peſtilence, 


are generated, and cheriſhed. ' This makes 
Diſeaſes ; this eures them; by this we live, by: 


- 
= 


this we die. "ab It UULGTIYY 
Neither does this Machine only anſwer all 


our Wants in performing the greater, but e- 
ven the ſmaller feats, as we chance to employ 
it: for if we are asked, why Glow-birds ſhine. 


in the Night? or why wet Hay takes Fire of 


it ſelf, Fe. one ſhort Anſwer is ſufficient to 
all theſe, that theſe great Works are done by 
Fermentation. A Poet in ancient times, pro- 


nounced thoſe Nations happy, that had their 


rural Gods growing in their Gardens. But I 


eſteem the Man far more happy, who has at 
hand ſo ready an Anſwer to every thing: who 


has got a Machine equally ſerviceable. on eve - 
ry occaſion, the Philoſopher*s Stone, the uni. 


ver/al Medicine, the making a Plague. 


Being thus poſſeſſed of this uſeful Machine, 
he tells us what wonderful feats he could per- 


form by it, with the Help of Belliai's Do- 


ctrine of Fevers, if he had any time to beftow 
on fo great @ Digreſſion: for he could ſhew 
us, how the Alterations made inthe Blood will 
favour Peſtilential Diſeaſes, by rendering the 


Body obnoxious to them. Why, this is the Fa- 


| your we have Waited for in eleven tedious 
. C 2 Pages; 
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Pages; and if he writes in Engliſh, We may 
thus be taught. how the Blood is affected in 
Peſtilential Diſeaſes, by laying us a - bed lan- 
guiſhing with them, This would not only be 
One ſtep towards Contagion, as he artfully. be- 
gins the next Paragraph, but might fully in- 
form us of every thing we want to know con» 
cerning it. Why ſhould the Great and Cele- 
brated Dr, Mead call this a Digreſſion? I wiſh 
he would begin thus to digreſs : but it is now 
too late, ſince he has already digreſſed from 
all his Title-Page, and the half of his Preface. 
Contagion was dropt at firſt, and now we find 
that Peflilentia] Contagion has no better Fate, 
How pre uont ing may thrive under his Hands, 
is not hard to gueſs, 'Fnee he knows nothing 
of what he promiſes to prevent. Theſe Me. 
thuds are very different from theſe takes in for. 
mer times. as 4 ur, and from what they com- 
_ monly do abroad, Inſomuch, that had any 
body writ in this Method, beſides the Cele- 
brated Doctor, 1 ſhould: ha ve thought him 
the moſt ignorant, impertinent, and felf-ſaffi- 
ent Perſon that ever made a Sale of Phylick. 
What Account can he give to Phyſicians 
for thus deſpiling the received Opinions o 
Hippetrates, and af all their learned and ex- 
perlen d Predeceſſors, who unanimouſly de- 
clare, that the Plague differs in nothing from 
a Fever; or elſe that a Fever attends every 
Plague of Peſtilence. And, therefore? in 
of it. 7 s W" , 4 a Yi Wc zL | Nay, | 
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. Nay, how can he anſwer it to himſelſ, wha 
in his Manifeſto, in the vey next Paragraph 
is under an unavaidahble Want of a 

formerly neglected. Here he tells us a Tale, 
and it is not fafe to go too near it) 4 it ſeems 
ta me, proceeds after this Manner. This kind 
of introductory Humility has been very fa- 


ſhionable, of late, among dignity'd Authors; 


eAir be in & 


for the preſent Purpoſe but by no means an · 


ſwers 


nt of 4 Fever 6 


large. Tbeſe, 
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. 
ſwers his Want of it: For it does not appear, 
by any manner of Ober vat ion, that the Blood 
throws off any active Particles at the latter 
Eud of malignant Fevers, fo there ij no need to 
dave Recourſe to this Suppoſition. But why 
upon any Glands ? This Expreſſion does not 
favour of underſtanding eAnatomy. Why up- 
on the Glands of the Mouth ? Surely this 
Suppoſition is not of any Uſe in this Place, 
however ſerviceable it might prove in the 
mentioned Book, when the Slabbering of 4 

mad Dog was upon the Anvil. Moreover, Ts 
Secretion moſt conftantly performed at the 
Glands of the n and of the Skin? Sure- 

ly not, as Sanctorius evinees, and is evident 
from the Doctrine of Secretions, perfectiy 
well explain'd many Lears age. 
Next, let us ſuppoſe that this is Standard 
Phyſick, as it is quite the Reverſe of it; what 
mighty matter is to be drawn from it? Why, 
theſe actibe Particles, tho? the Air be pure, 
will infect thoſe toho are very near to the fick 
Perſon; "otherwiſe are ſoon diſperſed and off, 
I hope there is no harm in the laſt, and there 
is no Proof alledg*d'\ for the former. So that 
his next Step towards Contagion, does not 
proceed at all. I cannot tell how well he ma- 
gages in the remaining Part of the Paragraph; 
and therefore I will only ſet it in View, that 
any Perſon of a more enlighten'd Underſtand- 
ing than my ſelf may profit by the Doctor's 


„ , Obes AN ee 


own Words. But uiben in an evil Diſpoſition 
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Corruption has generated, by uniting with them, 
they become much more active and powerful, an, 
likewiſe more durable and laſting, ſo as to for 

an infect iuus Matter, . conueying the 


Miſchief to a great Diſtance from the diſeaſed 


Bady, out of which it was urg ei * y 
Now if Dr, Mead's Narration is to the 


Purpoſe, it goes further than he deſign'd it. 


ſhould ; for how are the active Particles, like 
fermented Liquors, thrown out of the Blood 
in the latter End of malignant Fevers, and 
that in ſo great Plenty, and of ſo great Ener- 
gy, that they themſelves had been able to 

ave helped to his next Step of Contagion, if 
he had not luckily interpoſed with a” faving 
Clauſe, eſpecially peſtilential "ones, whereby 
the laſt would have been deprived of all the 


Honour of making Contagion : But what is 


ſtill worſe, Fevers, 8 thoſe that are 
malignant, are now the chief Article in this 
Account, and leave Dr. Mead inexcuſable, for 
not apply ing Almighty Fermentation to the 
learned Bellini's Theory of Fevers, And 
here let it be obſerv*d, That thoſe peſtilential 
Steams go no great Length, till they are en- 
abled by the next, unintelligible Means, 
whereby is formed an infectious Matter ca- 
pable of conbeying the Miſchief to a great 


Diſtance. 1 hope Doctor Mead underſtands 


his laſt Words; for my Part, I do not, and 
by the next Paragraph I find my ſelf ſtill more 
8 * * m 


this they meet with theſe ſubtle Parti itt 
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quality bo receive his tory of cage 
Ihe former Piece of Knowledge is open to 
thoſe only who are the familiar Friends of 


traction and Combinations made by Vola⸗ 


tile Spirits; and we who are Strangers to theſe 
powerful Words, cannot hope for any Tnftruz 
Rion. But to ſhew/ Dr. Mead I have been at 
true Pains to come acquainted with them, 1 
End there was Old Attraction, Son of aAri- 
ſtotle; and there is Loung Attraction, the 

eat Geometrician-; and a Counterfeit of 
this in the Works of tlie celebrated Doctor 


eAnodyne Necklace; which laſt is mighty like 
Attraction before us; but as he is ſpurious, 


1 muſt own that I do not find how this. At- 
tract ion brings me to a clearer Underſtanding 
of the foregoing Paragraph. As to Combina- 
tion, whether that of Cooks, or Algebra iſts, it 


is of very little or no Uſe to me. I muſt confeſs; 


2 good Uſe may be made of theſe Words; for 
they will exchange with Fermentation, it any 


Time that an Author finds himſelf diſpoſed to 
write on a Subject without underſtanding it. 


Fot Ihſtance, I now intend to make a ſhort 
Diſcourſe about the Philoſopher*s Stoze; and a 


Method for finding it; a very agreeable Of- 


fer to the Publick, when Money is ſcarce; 


and Credit very low, through the great In- 


duſtry of the ingenious Ditectors of the Sou ſi 
Sea. When, I fay, a Man forms to himſelf 


this uſeful Projefly oditraiitn and Conblays 


iow does it at once. The Receipt 5 1 


"4 


r A. on EI Soi ERS RMA 
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jt is but taking of age,, Cirtulation, 
7725 Condentration; 4. J / Combius. 
tion, g. . If this Receipt is dulyj mana. 
zed, it — not amy make the Phi/oſophefs 
tone, and the grand Elixir, but cures the 
Plague; and all Diſeaſes, Curable or Trck- 
yabſe. But it is to be noted, that when you 
would explain how Attraction makes a Plague, 


5 muſt be ſure dut Confideration be Fad 


the Facility and Aptneſs bf Mi 2 Eflu- 
ia to be diffiſed in a warm At nin 
have deſcribed an infectiuus one r And, 
therefore, as the Whole of Infecting Air 8 
an ill- made Story, ſupported by Cant and 
Gibberiſh, we wil take Leave of it, and his 
mortify'd Limb together, rho" it is brouptic 
to vive further Lighe to this Reange Stuff... 
But, to proceed; the celebrated Dior 
finells a Rat; that unleſs the Air is allowed a 
greater Share of ſhedding Deſtruction than 
— 70 hitherto allotted i; Matters may go 


hard with the whole Doctrine of Coma 


gin, 1 129 therefore, notwithſtanding its be- 
F 


Nieden for propagating Contag ios on- 
tithe Doctor is now Filing to pronounce, 


h full Power, and for Fear of great Id. 


conbenienties that follow eloſe gt the Heels of 
the former Docktine, that @ corrupted State of 


Air 3'WirfzouT Dousr NECESSAAX to give 
ee Colt 1% Aton their full Foro; 

Pw wa not 
e eb 


ceaſe; bur with the De- 
D 25 firuction 
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(16) | 
Hruct ion of all the Inhabitants. Here is a De- 
vil raiſed indeed, and he will not be in the 
leaft quieted, unleſs Dr. Mead will contradict 
himſelf, and renounce the half of his Defence, 
for the Parene/s and Uncorruptedneſs of Air, 
And what will not a Man do for a quiet Life. 
And even the Engliſh Air, that could former» 
Iy kill the greateſt Plague, is now without 
doubt under a State of Corruption: For if that 
is not admitted, God have Mercy on all EA. 
gliſh Men. This is very kind in the Doctor, 
to take ſhame to himſelf for the Good of his 
Countr 7. 1 6 
Conveniency is a pretty Argument, but not 
very cogent, as we now ſee; for this cor- 
rupted State of Air is only an Expedient to get 
rid of a Peſtilence ; becauſe by SupeosiNa 
an Emendation of the Qualities of the aAir, and 
reſtoring of it to a healthy State, capable of diſ- 
ſipating and ſuppreſſing the Malignity, we put 
an end to the Plague in an inſtant. | Mighty 
fine, and Meadiſh; tho* he might have put a 


ſtop to a Plague at an eaſier rate, than the 


Loſs of his Hypotheſis; for as the ſtreſs of the 
Expedient reſts upon another fine Word, ſap- 
Poing; why, he needed only to ſuppoſe; that 
the whole Magazine. of Poiſon 1s ſtopped at 
once, it matters not whether that be by an 
Army, by making it ſerve a Quarantine, by 
an Amulet, or that the raw Damp is again 
attracted hy the Sea. I hope due Gonk ra- 


tion will be had to this Expedient, 13 4 


. ” 


Edition of the. ſhort Diſcourſe ;- if ſo he it has 
one. This would do much better than to 
make another Drawback, which we find is 
done in the very next Paragraph; for there, 

Infection is not received from the Air it ſelf, 
however eee, wit haut the Concurrence 
of © ſomething emitted from infected Perſons. 

Now if Infection is never receiy'd from the 
Air upon =_ Account whatſoever, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that the Air is a Medium, that can nei- 
ther do Good nor Hurt, and ſo to the right a- 
bout, and the former Allowance is recalled; 
ſo that the former Difficulty ſtill remains, and 
conſequently a Plague once begun in a Coun- 
try, never comes to an end, as long as there is 


- 


... ;!f 37 Inpbig oe tt oh ty; 
The Principle upon which this Reſumption 
is made, is, becauſe the Progreſs of a Peſti- , 
lence may be ſtopt at any time, by firif#ly pre- 
vent ing all Intercourſe of infected Places with 
tbe Neighbourhood. He brings as a Proof of 
this luſty Aſſertion, what has lately happen- 
ed in the raging Plague at Marſeilles; and al» 
ledges, that it has been effectually confined to 
that miſerable Town, by keeping careful 
Guard. But alas! this Argument is out of 
doors. Happy were it for the People of Fance 
if they had greater Aſſurance of their Safety, 
e than they can draw from ſuch vain Promiſes 
| of 'Infuring Phyſicians. And therefore his 
& Object ion remains in full Force, without any 
Satisfaction being given to it. I know from 
T D 2 whence 
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"monly this: Theſe cont ag ion: Paxticles taint 
"the ſalival Juices (or Spittle) which being 
' {wallowed down into the Stomach, preſently 


Fer often begins its firſt «Attacks. Rut all this 


PORT > NOT 
whence he took this Difficulty, but he oughe 


to have been Well fatisfied that he had brought 


a full Solution to ſo powerful an Argument 4» 
ainſt all manner of Contagion. I will only 
eat the Difficulty, and leave the clearing 


Vl t eo he Patrons of a Pektilence being be- 
got by Contagion; eſpecially that it is a Step 


Towards Dr. 'Mead's next propagating Gauſe, 
I is aſſerted by thoſe who oppoſe this Conta - 
Hon, that a Plague is ſometimes bred with- 
But it, 'otherwiſe it would be perpetval. This 
Aſſertion is made good, by conſidering a 
Country where a new Rlague is broken dut; 
And ask us, whether it be juſt then bred in 
that Country, or brought thither from elſe- 
where? If we grant the firſt, then indeed a 
dieu to all Contagion: If the laſt, they bid us 
name the originary Place, where it was bred : 
Which would oblige us to the ſame Coneeſſi- 


on as the former. Therefore, ſay they, Cos- 
| "Pagion may Propagate 


but not hegia a Plague, 
Leaving then Doctor Mead and his Conta 
gion under the Reſtraint of a very good Ar- 


gument, we will conſider in the next Place, 


after What manner he eonveys it ta a found 
Perſon, and he J#ppuſes the way to be:com- 


fx their Malignity there ; as appears from the 
Nauſea and Vomiting, with which this Diſtem- 


Wes ge 20 ORs 


7000 5 1 hey 
Throat SD tore 5 5 
. no danger 
but this ye Plague ſhould be e fr 255 
To: wha Purpoſe. is this filly Juppoſit jan to 
bring it into the Noa en to ſup- 
pale it fives its Malignity th 15 0. becauſe Fed 
Ty are * troubled, with Vomitiagg When 
ey are ill of the Plague. An admirable 
Way of Reaſoning z. 25 as e begat 
1 hilofoph phy, do th cangor 
tail pf * ——— w_ the St 
mach myſt ; 1 the felt Plage ade by by 
105 Plague, aud the Doctor is gonę over to 
» CAANPL he convey it chither down 
by, the Noſe, gr t 
has iafeRing the Spit "hrs 
F 
for the Symptoms. of the Heart, our e 
at leaſt, being affected, arę previous to 
ſuppoſedd Nawes and Vomiting ; 10 that. d 
not only ought te make no Quel ion, but to ho 
ſure that the Bled i. 0/(0, mord immediately 


febied-;, as the Multitude of Phylicians beſides | 


Han Helmont and him have always. Wee 
But 1 find his Fancy, lies. much in odd Con- 


ceits. I know a very honeſt Man, and a good 
Obſerver in Phyfick, who has fallen into this 
Wu Error in explaining this Symptom of Yo- 


mit ing; 


rough the Mou, 
Mead is groſly QUE in n Obfer vation, 
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<X -(R2. : 
miting ; but every Body will acknowledge 
that his Philoſophy is no where the beſt: Ard 
When this Symptom is truly explained, we 
Hall find that it is a Symptom of a Malignant 
Fever, as well as of the Plague, without any 
manner of Irritation, or of any other Hurt of 
that Nature, in the Stomach. And therefore 
as this Way of conveying the Plague, is a Sup- 
poſition grounded upon no manner of Obſerva- 
tion (as the DoQtor argues in this Paragraph) 


1o I think there is no need to have recounſe 


A . 

On the other Hand, it might be demonſtra- 
ted, from the Nature of the Plague, that it is 
never, or very rarely, communicated from 
one Perſon to another. At preſent We will 
Content our ſelves, to evince this Truth by a 
'Demonſtration of another kind, which is from 
: Obſervation, or 4 8 and I will borrow 
it too from Mr. Graun, in his Obſervations 
on the Bills of Mortality. In his Obſervations 
on the * Plague of 1636: He ſays it laſted 12 
Tears, in eight whereof there died 2000 per 
"Ammmy one with another, and never under 
"800. The which ſhews, That the Contagion 
the Plague depends more upon the Dispost- 
ION of the Air, than upon the ExrLuvin 
from the Bodies of Men. Which alſo we prove 
by the ſudden jumps which the Plague bath 
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doubt to conquer it, and account for it to the 
World, as he now does in the following 


15 


and back again, from 993 ro 258; and from 
thence again, the very next Week, to 852. 
The which Effects muſt ſurely be rather at- 
tributed to Change of the Air, than of the Con- 


- 


this depends upon that. | 


ftitutions of Mens Bodies, otherwiſe than as 


And therefore as this very common Opinion, 


about the Plague of Peſtilence paſſing from 
one Body into another, is not ſupported by 
any good Reaſon, far leſs by the Szppofitions 
and Innuendo's of Dr. Mead; and is now con- 
trary to the beſt Obſervation, moſt duly and 
properly made, we may not doubt to declare, 
that it very rarely, and perhaps never, pro- 
ceeds that Way. WTI ws 

The Third Way Contagion is ſpread, is, by 
Goods tranſported from infected Places. But the 
Reaſon of this Fact ſeems to ſurmount his Un- 
derſtanding, and no wonder, for it has already 
puzzled all other Philoſophers and Phyſicians, 


inſomuch, that it has driven them into abſurd 


Not ions of Maggots, againſt all Obſervation. 
But, before a Philoſopher would ſpend his 


Time about this Difficulty, he ſhould be ſure 
his Fact is indiſputably true, for thereby he 
may fave himſelf much Trouble and Babling, 


about a Matter that is falſe in Fact. How- 
ever, this Difficulty may have blunted the 
Edge of every other Genius, he makes no 


Words: 


made, leaping in one Week from 118 to 929; 
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Wards: . 25 4 we babe ciniecrirel the Meats 
ter of Cont agidn be un aus Sub ance, er- 
haps i in the 9 of a Salt, aerated 775 
From the Corruption of 4 Himan Body, .it # # 
bard to contteive bow this tay be 12 e A¹ 
Freſerv'd in ſoft porous Badisi, which 75 Rept 


Pr. 1 cloſe 7 ether. 
Ri s the readieft Way of Lerting 
rid of a Hie, of any ue tho Fean: 
not ſay it is always the tnoſt inforcoing and 
VIBE No Mag chat jinderftands 4055 
bib. wha 


Terms, a t it is to be ſoft and Poyol, 
dares keep back his Aﬀent ro a Proof x,! 
on ſuch 1 5 Obſervations, as Cbijecrure⸗ 

Perhaps, and May-b##s , all Ov ate fat 
more ingenious than Kircher's Maggots. Eggs. 
However bold: this Argon ent may be, yet if 

y one Will deny his Matter of Cont ayion to 
be an active Söbſlance; of, that it is à Salt; 
or, that it father affects 5 (oft. Bed than one 
that is hard, this Third, abd laft propagat ing 

Cauſe, d to be 86 mabner of auſe; 
and 1 the World, Merchants eſpetially, ety our 
- 5gainft their Merchandize ferving Quarantine, 

Could Dr. Mead bring all his ordinaty 
Youchers, I carinot ſay how far he might have 
gone in commanding a Subwiſhon fro a 
great Number of Men to this Article: And 
therefore if any erſoti, or Petſons as, Wants ful- | 
ler Conviction, let him tepair to rhe Coffes- 
Hoa. ſes, whote they ſhall Bae the A figa 
of tea Phyficia ns, fifteen Apoth6aricy, 5 
5 ve 
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five Siirgeons; * off anſwer for it, eight 


in ten ſhall go, from Batſon*s eſpecially, fully 
ſatisfied with the Truth of the Premiſes. : But 

can it be imagined this cunning Doctor would 
have expos'd his Character, in this Kind of 


Argument, to Men of Learning and Virtue. 


But here his drooping Spirits revert, and his 
Humility and Modeſty vaniſh, having at this 
Stage got rid-of the Neceſſity of Reaſoning, 
the reſt of this inimitable Work being to be 
carry*d on by Banter and Aſſertion; wher 
Jet us take Manſur of the Faith and Creduli- 
ty of the good People of England; for if this 
es n be the next Ar 
; "Xt it does not; the 


t to 
Doctor 9 are diſcovered at an | 
ſame Time: 


Now we are prep ared for all Dr: Meads 4b. 
unter, the firft Thing he 
I us with, n _ a Time Perfumes 
Id their Scent, i Cover- 
ſtrongeſt. 
of thoſe, like the Matter we are treating of 
(are nmioftly animal Juices) as Musk, Civet, 
oe t. (if there be any more.) And the Sub- 
ſtances that keep them the beſt, are "thoſe 
which receive and communicate the Plague, 
as Furs, . Feathers, Silk, Hair, Wool, Cotton, 
Flax, &c. the greate fart of which are like- 
wiſe of #he pK er ind. It the Peſtilence is 
now a Scent, yet ſurely it is a N oiſome one; and 
if i can be kept; = in its proper Co- 


vering, 


. 
deriog, fourty Days wilt never delixer us from 
our feats of it. But allthis i only to amuſe us 
with another new Conceit the Doctor would 
5 r Us. lbs you the pg the 
e is an animal Juice, hut pray, good 
os rf aire Animal? This is not only 
tidiculous, but overthrows every Opinion of 
Phy ſicians that ever was broached about it. 
But not ti baulk his Wit, this Perfume of the 
Plague, like Musk, is beſt kept in animal 
Subſtances; (SHH ion would ha ve preceded 
very decently; for a more proper Introduction) 
but is Musk, commonly kept in Furs or Cot- 
Pields us Cotton? As for Citet it is no run- 
away Merchandize. It is therefore ver ab- 
vious, that Men are now paſſing a Review 
of tlieir Credulity before; Dr. Mead and the 
World. But there is another quaint Obſer- 
vation thatiuſt not be neglected, Which is, 
Phat of all che +mentioned Plague-Keepers, 
Three of them are animal Subſtanees, and 
but Two of them of the vegetable Kind. 
Mighty fine! and well order d: But if we 
turn 40 another Page of his */ Books 'we may 
find this uſeful Obſervation contradidted: Bat 
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(27) 
keep them upon an Equality in balancing Ace _ 
com pts) Silk, Linxꝑn, Wool, Featbers, Hair 
and Si,. In this Account; the vegetable 
eee Plague Kxepers are equal in Num 
pBatl-qistd d Smd, en i ene 

What purpoſes does this Conceit ſerve? 
Why, only to ſupport another Conceit, vis. 

That animal Subſtances! moſt vigorouſly at- 
tract animal Effluvia, or that animal Efflu- 
via run furiouſſy into the Embraces of animal 
Subſtances ; which we ſee hy his fine Experi- 
ments, is a mere Fancy. As for Musk, Cot» 
ton ſecures it the faſteſt from running away; 


nor do we find that Feathers; Silk ar Wool, 
are ever put upon that Service. But ſuppo- 


ling every Thing true, and nothing whimſi- 
cal, that has been now advanced by the 
Doctor, we might have expected a further 
Diſcovery; how theſe. Perfumes come to de- 
fire their being beded, cheriſhed, or ſomented 


in ſoſt animal Subſtances: Is it in Abhorrence 


of Annihilation, or by the Love they bear to 


one another? Or are they kept together, as 
the celebrated 


Jonathan Wild keeps a Felon? 
In ſhort, is it by Sympathy or eAntipathy? 
For if we are rightly inſtructed in theſe Mat- 
ters, theſe Remarks alone may lead us into 
great and uſeful Practices; for if they are 
skilfolly employ'd, they may, perhaps, as 1 
conjecture, keep the Plague at bay, by being 
Trung up, like Pirates, at High Water Mark. 


K 


( 28 ) 
Por as dull as theſe Conceits may appear to 
be; ſuch as never dropp'd before from any 
Man in his Senſes; * our Author, who has 
hitherto ſhewn himſelf Blind in every kind of 
Argument, is now become ſo Sharp-ſighted 
of a ſudden, when you are to take his Word 
for it, that he boldly afſerts, That this Re. 
mark aloze (of Sympathy and Antipathy) may 
ſerve to lead us a little into the true Nature of 
Contagion.” What! this Nature of Contagion, 
that is ſtill unknown, after all Dr. Mead's En- 
dea vours; nay,” Sweats and :Labovrs, to be 
drawn at length from Trifles that bear no Re- 
lation to Contag ion 
There is no Accounting for this Attempt 
upon Mankind: The Doctor, I doubt not, 
has often made Trial, how far their good 
Nature could carry their Belief: but this 
obtruding on Scholars, and Phyſicians too, is 
no leſs expoſing Phyſick than Phyſicians. Such 
Credulity ĩs the very Reverſe of the Increduli- 
ty our Saviour complains of, and no leſs Mar- 
vellous. It is indeed Marvellous, how People 
were Unbelievers after the greateſt Evidence 
of Reaſon and Miracle: Yet we cannot forbear 
_ admiring, if People ſhould ſwallow all this 
_ Trifle and. Contradict ion, againſt all Senſe 
and Reaſon. We are, indeed, at a loſs to ex- 
plain this lazy Credulity ; and therefore we 
mult have Recourſe to the general Infection, 
that has wrought ſo. ſtrong Deluſion, of late 
Years, all over Europe; when we find 8 
1 7 e „ mY „ nase 
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ve become wonderfully Credulous, even to 
nfatuation. Upon this Suppoſition a very to- 
lerable good Account may be given of the men · 
tioned Attempts, for fathoming the Credulity 
of Men, let that be found to be ever fo 
If we hove our Lead in the South Sea, we coul 
ſound to an hundred Fathom, and bring up 
poten Sand upon the Lead. Some Doctors 

ave often ſounded fifry Fathom for yellow 
Sand; and Doctor eAnodyne Necklace almoſt 
as deep for the ſame. The South Sea Pilots 


have now run us -a-ground, notwithſtanding 


the Depth of Water; and Men'begin to reco- 
ver their Senſes by the Sarprize, Terriculamen - 
ta being often found-uſeful to Children: And, 
J hope, now they are awake, they will never 
hereafter ſubject either their Lives or Fortunes 
to Directors of any kind.  -- 53 
But as we are, at | po got into the Me- 
taphors of Trade and Navigation, it has been 


no {mall Omiſſion, in every kind of Director, 


that they have lately forgot the Genius of Enge 
land; of its being a Country of — 
Had Dr. Mead remember'd the Place of his 


Education, he might ke wiſe have ſaved him- 


ſelf much Labour in explaining a groundleſs 
Phenomenon, and ſpoke more Truth. Was 
not Dr. Mead bred, if not born, within the 
Smoak of Black Wall and Wapping, where 
both Church and Conventicle have long been a 


_ ſafe Retreat to foreign Goods, that were not 


to ſtand the awful View of a Cuftom ow 
tld "i bon oa 8 | | Of "200 


(38 ) 
Officer? Vet, ih all that Fime, andever'ſince, 
there have not appeared any Degrees bf = 
Plague. Have not Merchandize biew broughe 
from many Parts of Tarkey, all which have 
very deſervedly an ill Name i 

thav very commonly rages among them. An 
how comes it to paſs, That — — this con. 
ſtant, and uninterrupted! Commerce, when 
feft and porous Goods, the proper Fmat, ha ve 
been brought from Smyrna, 75 —— : Alep- 
. nople, and other Parts, the Peſti- 
1 —— taken a Journey hirhery; in all 
Appearance, thoſe Fifty floe ears 7 16 all 
that Time Turkey Goods! have not ſerved a 
Quarantine, nor viſited any other Lagarerto's, 
heſides the Companies Cellars; a certain Proof 
that Goods very ſeldom, or ever, bring a Plague 
into a Country; ; and oftner _ it there than 

propag ate it, 9 24151 

It is very remarkable, That our Commerce 
with  Swede/and, Poland, and other Parts of 
thofe Eaftern Countries, has been very con- 
ſiderable, when Plagues have been raging 
among the mentioned Pegple; and yet we have 
not found any Attempts Nom this ſilent Enemy 

on this our happy Iſland. Nay, we muſt more 
eſpecially obſerve, that in the Year 1708 and 
1909, a moſt deſtructive Peſtilence made great 
Waite ia Dant xig; and, that there were ſome 
Hundreds of Britiſh Ships bound up in Ice, the 
whole Winter through; yet we had no other 
Yifee from 1t, than the ſuppoſed fag End of i by 


ved, and convey'd to diſtant Places in Goods, as 
a Fame g, is not ſufficiently ſupponted; a bm | 
= 
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. * Dunkirk Fever; which happen d four 
ears after the former had expir d. And there- 
fore this Opinion, of a Peſtilence being preſer- 


lar Carzought to be. 3 5 e Aer 


ded N 1 „ ſo pre} Fi fans FRF) to 

the Peop le, and, Trade of A; nd Countr 
The Account, Dr s. gives us of 7h 
Rahaiour of, the Pec 77 — *y after they 


returned to Town in 
deniable ia e e 2 P dc Fan 
at lr Aa OM 
ee Bc 10 eie . MR us „ Te 
Hoſes nwhich before were full of the Dea, * 
20w., again, inhabited by 1 x Living. 

12 which, bad been moi fart "hs 25 
Hut 115 oh Bok: opened, and the Pk 
again che went about their wonted. odf- 
Fairs f Hal — Employ ;. and euen hat ais 
almoſt beyond belief, thoſe Citizens, uu 


before, afraid, even of their Friends aud Red 


omg, ved, without fear, venture into the 
and Rooms where infected Perjans had. a, little 
befere breathed their Laſt: Nay, ſuch. Comfort d 

aſpire the Iauguiſhing People, .and_{uch Con 

. dence," that many went. into the Bros, where 
Perſons had died, EVEN BFE THEY WERE 
Se or dee =O tis Ma ef 14 
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(35). 
Diez Ask. 1 would gladly know of Dr. teak 
if this, and the mentioned Hiſtories, are Ex- 
In chi that come home to the Pu | 
n this Account of Dr. Hodges, there is no 
Want of a Neſt or _— for here is Woot, 
Linnen, Silk, and, perhaps, even treacherous 
Cotton it ſelf, the wolf: ecure Plague-Keepet 
of all the reſt; yet no fürther Contagion x 
peared, but Men eagerly D purſued their Bu 
. niefs, and thought only how to repair the paſt 
Mortality, a0 that Wich more than ordinary 
Succeſs, 1 Dr. os fl tells us in this Place, 
and his Relation i is fully confirm'd by the Bills 
IN i WIG ; 8 
* . is no very macifeſt, t Pr. Nad hüs 
given any tolerable, or probable Acebunt 
of th fropas ap ating Cauſes; And that every 
Thins as offer d, in his own Way, is a 
Corraption of what has been ſaid by man 
"Phyſicians. Moreover, he does not yet ſeerh 
to underſtand Matters of Propagition, for he 
makes his Cauſes propagate by themſelves, 
contrary to the common and*known Methods 
of Natüte. In this he is not only unnatukal, 
dut T am aftaid, that tHis his Method muſt 
'be very defeckive, tho? it cafries His peculiar. 
mark of Excellency, is differ ing from the Me- 
thods taken in former Times among us, and from 
what they commonly do Abroad.” For formerly 
here in England, and the People abroad, 
© thought it neceſſary that the Seeds of the 
Plague ſhould, like other Seeds; have'a 17 
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33 
per Matric io receive them, to cbyrifh mech, 
and to rear them up far their proper and 
liar Ules, conſonant to their Nature. 15 
could oy ſee how a Page 5 mor Ive 
t of its proper Groung, than a Grain 
223 of an pl 91 5 
wer 1 geum 1 0 Ds, Meads; jo. bays ſhown - 
Dy poſition char cui be un; cp 135 
i 151 entett ig the N A 
all the Variety 151 ich it palpably., 
eie ths 05 Plague N 
ds on Children and La 
ſpared, 9555 755 5 


miſcuoy „ And me baye 10755 
"he ek of ty 1115 
. r ie | 
eh of 011910 | | 
4 805 that w chav gt Hasta | 
155 5 Row 8 Th 8 . fe | 


received a | 
Rig Hand, and Ten 
| 


E on their 
ds on their Leit; This d in 
the Year, 1513. But it is e e 
2 that in a 1 

— 


Tarerhagen, al Seger . Gag 
| * Petegribat, cel. dnglave, cap. Iv. 1 


tho they Na 


this Time; for he is ſure to male vo Confeſſi- 
on of this kind, howſoever it may otherwiſe 


"#*LY 


Germans, were not affected with i it when we; 


rde fante Time it made Havock among the 


Inhabi tants; yet thoſe Foreigners went freely 
every Where among the infetted People, ani 
Into the infected Houſes. 
What could Dr. Mead mean by fo groſs al 
Overßg ht, in an Article, too, fo material 
1 peſtilential Contagion? This Dif- 
ſition ,- to be affected peculiarly by the 


Plague, is not neglected by Hippocrates, Ga 


00d Author of ſucceding Ages 
the ſame Reafon to profeſs t ef 
1 as. as Dr. Mead has to conceal his at 


Tex, or any 


ppear. I hope he will not call this 2 great 
igreſſox; as we find he did formerly, on a 


like Occaſion; © Fernelivs declares, that it is 
very hard and difficult 0 "know, What it is 


that renders every Body obnoxions to the 
Plague. And Platerus 855 this ingenuous 
Confeſſion, That as I would gladly learn what 
this Diſpoſtion of an Object may be; ſo et 
readily confeſs, that I know nothing of 

though I am not ignorant, that thi Poiſon | 


acts Re differently, according to the various 


'Diſpoſitions of the Body. And, what Hart had 


it done Dr. Mead's ( Character to have owned, 


That no Agent can do any Thing without a 
fit Di pot ion in the Patient ? But, how dares 
he undertake to give Rules for preventing a 


Means 


Feſtilence, «el n in bak or the 


| \ 


> ſays he, takes its Riſe, 
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Means of Knowledge that are common among 


other Phyſiciaus, and abſolutely neglect that 


Diſpoſition? It is for this Reaſon, that We hear | 


\ 


them ſpeaking another Language than Doctor 
Mead does, even while they talk of what he 


calls his propagating Cauſes. Hear the ex- 


cellent, and learned'Fracaftorins . Cont ag ion, 


often paſſes from one Perſon to zgother; it is 
often receiv'd by a Fines; and it ſometimes 
has its firſt Origine and Beginning in aur ſelves. 
Hence it is we find Dr. Hodges, in the com- 
mon Language of Phyficians, afferting, that 
+ four Things are neceſſary to a Contagion. Firſt, 
That there is an Efflux of the contagions Semi- 
nium, or Seed. Secondly, That there i @ 
convenient Medium for the contagions Particles 


to move through, and be conveyed by.” Thirdly, 


eA Fitneſs in the Subject to receive and cheriſh 
#he contagions Effiuvia. And, Foutthly, 44 
due Stay of this Seminium. So that it is much 
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newer A  perfeQer, 
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* eee OH WAS: err 
© Thays 8 wed be. ! rad with gre at Pati 


real an fac LLa.. Cauſes of 
lague; hee ſe. they are the Principles 
the Bugs, A 155 he is to bild 
ez 4 al the 
of event A the. ue 
and if that Thould 9550 Ae, the Abele bole 
Work wall fall into Ruins of it ſelf, without 
doing, it the leaſt 1 hs And thereby I 
ſhall neither tire m Wege iy nor trouble my 
(elf, and only t Things very 
hal, where he hae 5 from the 
contradi bimſelf. For, after 
Fo Nhe tion of a any "Poſition is over;turned, 


there is nothing wore to be done, but merely 


to Nb what is alrea ly proved, and that — 

ens 5 he Poſſtion is offered and aſſigned. 

there fore it malt» not be expected that any 

f. pend, and waſte. bis Time, in the 

PX. ſuit. of every Trifle, with the like exact. 

5 ls An Aae bat may be, per the 

babes 1 an Orator, bar v e KI of a Phi 925 
have been purpoſely. thus prolix, 

Pu be ſhorter * * - » Bly to * — 

ainder; nor ha ye Pint leiſure td anknadyert on 
21 the Blunders of this Author. 

I have already ſhewn the Tamatdacy of Dr. 
Mead in managing an Argument ; and, at the 
fame Time, I have over-turned and 
. common Opinions, that were by him 
18 Weakly 
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rightly. a 72551 
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great ſe and 7 
any: ops be 
rity, 
115 


Tae, are -moſt properly perl 
conſidered in Pak Place, if be will pardon f 


conſidering them at all. 


ie Fel Thing we 7 reſented "yy 
vy Charge again 85 for not 
30 ——— —— but har Laldy himſelf is 
an 4 and eAbettor of auer, 72 not 
ſending by Winds Abroad, and there * 
nating the Air; . M5 w'e,3u8.Langh ught in this eu- 
280 ork, * That the Us of Winds is to 
V x 
Cha barge is alcogrth falſe, and ill grounded; 
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their Man. But this 


1 ** ( 380 ) Rao ele 
becauſe, Wind in Exgland is put to many 
. Uſes; it not only blows; cold, but it blows 
Bot; it fans our Ladies, and our Corn too; 
ir dries Linnen, and fails our Ships, Oc. Be- 
fides, this Charge is abſolutely falſe, for the 
Phyſician that has left an Account of the 
Winds Behaviour in 1665 *, tells us, That ir 
was very dutiful, and, that the whole Sum- 
mer was "refreſhed with moderate Breezes, 
ſufflcient to prevent the Air's Stagnation and 
Corruption, and to carry off the peſfilential 
Steams : The Heat was likewiſe too mild to 
encovrage ſuch Corruption and Fermentation 
as helps to taint the animal Fluids. And 
therefore howſoever fond Dr, Mead is of Stag- 
nation, — any failure of the Winds, it is 
certain that they were then very blameleſs, 
let the Doctor find his Stagnation where he can. 
Moreover, the Phyſicians were not of Opini- 
on, at that Time +, that the Air was infect . 
_ ed, and therefore Doctor Hodges tells us, That 
they were againſt making Fires, for the Rea - 
ſon of this Purity of Air; and, that Fires are 
only proper when it is impare and corrupted. 
Aſter this Account of Things, who will 'que- 
ftion Dr. Mead's great Acuteneſs and Accura- 
ey in making Obſervations ; or, whether am 
not I mere to be blamed for obſerving thoſe 
Trifles of the Doctor? Yet I cannot avoid 
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may des from the ſmall Regard the 


need we mind the Stagnation of the Air? 


one Iuſtance of a peſtilentia! Diſegſe among” 


eaſe of any Conſequence ' Is any Plague in 


But the DoRor will make amends for Families 


ch 


tor has to Memory ; for at two Pages off he 
affures us, That our Ait i is not diſpoſed to receive 
fuch®( contagious) Impreſſions; Ten what 


making one ſhort {32 . more, w 


there à Man in England, that will not 
him this ContradiQion, if he will make "the 
laſt part of it r 7 
But we are need ing A Rive mots cd 
fort of this Kind; for he aſſutes us, * 
Plagurs ſcem to be of the Growth of "the 
Southern and Eaſtern flees of the World; and 
Jam forry that they only ſeem to be i; BE. 
cauſe what follows may ſeem only to be true, 
That there is not in this Iſland particularly, any 
us, 
of great Conſequence, that we 2 
um ot her K fefted Places. Here is another 
Drawback upon us again: A peftilential Dj, 


a Country without | Conſequence ? Surely 
many Widows and Orphans find it otherwiſe. 


brought to Ruin and Poverty, by the loſs of 
Parents and Husbands; by ridding us of a 
vulgar Error, of the Plague viſiting us once in 
Thirty or Forty Yeats, 80 that if a Plague . 
brings a mighty Calamity along with it, we 

may comfort our: es thae t * 


ſeldom. * * 5 — „ ͤ Er „11 
© * 
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ARR Opinion, as Hadges * a 
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we 28 
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are admitted. 

„Now if th of eee has ch 5 
Frequently a it ſelf, in its moſt terr 
lag rn For bee, e 5 
can event ta tat 
of Terra s? Ss with Ae Face can Dr. Mes | 
operas Pig , uain 411505 f 3, nd 

e, relying on Hiſtory 
owa Experience TITS IE be ddivered 
their 5 by a bold Aſſention, that can pros 
ceed from 5 Mer Cauſe, Wor 81 goo: 
rance, or the worſt Opinion eaſon 
Experience of Wanting, that e 
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to 


n 
to ſo groſs an DN, 2 
the moſt lament able Danger, expoſed to Death, 
and forſakes by their deareft Friends ; and all 
upon an Aﬀertion, that is neither grounded on 
KpowJedge, nor Integrity? It may be a pia 
Haus, à well meant Cheat, but it cannot be 


_— 


of any manher of Uſe, _ ee 
The trueſt Comfort ariſes from an Opinion, 
That an Adviſer knows what he ſays; and 
ſays, What in his Conſcience he believes to be 
true. How much greater is the Comfort we 
take, from a Perfwaſion that the Plague ſel- 


dom, or never, paſſes from one Bod y into 
another, as was lately proved? As alfo, that 


Obſervations rather inform us of the Seeds of a 
Peſtilence, ſeldom, or never, being bropght 
over to us in foreign Goods; and belies theſe 
two Perſwaſions, founded on Rea ſon and Ex- 
| l ha ve the Authority of the beſt 
hyſicians in all Ages, that the Plague, nor 
any other Diſeaſe, is ſpeedily generated. By 
the firſt of thoſe Accounts, we have fewer 


Chances for being fick; and we arefure, 'by _. 


the ſecond, that we have Time to prevent it, 

or to take the Diſtemper early, before it is ſet- 
tled. into a Habit, or confirmed in a Diſeaſe. 
Such Reaſoning, ſuch Obſervation, is proceed. 

ing on good and firm Ground ; the other, al- 
together depends on the Knowledge and Ho- 
neſty of the Inſurer, which can never be de- 
j epded on, if we have any doubt about his Sin- 
cerity, or Underſtanding. ak 


(42) IR 
What Doctor Mead has already ſaid, is con, 
trary to the Experience of Mankind, and is 
purely ſupported on his bare Aſſertion; and 
therefore, 1 am afraid no great Comfort can 
be reaſonably taken from it. 8 
His next Aﬀertion, about the Sweating Sick- 
neſs, labours under all the Defects imaginable. 
He will not allow it to be of Britiſh. Original; 
nay, that it is a Plague abated in its Violence by 
the mild Temperament of our Climate. He, after- 
wards, brings it from France, and clears the 
French of its being bred among them; for 
they, ſays he, brought it from the Siege of 
Rhodes. Can any Man equal this Doctor in 
Aſſertion? Or in quoting Hiſtory abſurdly ? 
For it carries the Name of Sudor eAnglicus, 
and our Country charged for having produced 
it. All foreign Phyſicians declare it peculiar 
to England; and, that a parcel of it went in- 
to Holland; but neither French, nor Italian 
Phyſician, heard any Thing of it, in their 
con Country, nor among the Greek Iſlands ; 
and the Dutch fix the Scene of the Sweating 
Sickneſs in England. So the Sweating Sick- 
_ neſs was four Times in England, and no 
where elſe; yet it is the Fag- end of the Plague 
brought from Rhodes, and thither God knows 
| how, or from whence : But all this ſupported | 
by much foreign Reading. | 
le call this Diſtemper a Plague with leſ- 
ſen d Force, becauſe the Symptoms of it were 
of that Kind, tho in 4 55 Degree, as great 
AY e 
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Faiitheſs and Inquietudes, inward Bos 
Pains in the Head, a Delirium, &c. Lam 
glad we have Dr. Mead's Deſcription of 1 
Plague, it being the firſt Time he has ven- 
tur'd to 2 it; and, to do him -Juftice; 
he has toue upon it very gently : But, if 
this is the Plague, we are not ſeldom; butofs = 
ten viſited with it. So there ends dur Comfort. 
Is this truly a Plague, feeble and week thro? 
travelling? And did infinite Perſons die/ſud- 
denly of it? And that in Twenty four Hours. 
Pray, What can we think happen'd to the 


Nations that felt the ſharp end of it; and 


thoſe that came under its Fury; long before it 
reach'd us? Surely more than infinire vis 


of them muſt have periſhed, and inciofinire 
ſhorter Time than Twenty four Hours; 


that great Tratts of 3 muſt have been 


diſpeopled in one Day. Can any Man think 
an Bra as remarkable as the Deluge; cou 
palin Hiſtory Without Obſet vation? Or, chat 
iſtorians ſhould overlook ſo great a Won- 
ger, the very Soul of an Hiſtorian, and-allito 
fix a Calumny on our Exgliſb Air, and to call 
a monſtrous Diſeaſe a Britiſh Fever? It muſt 
be owned, that the Doctor is the (greateſt 


Traveller that ever was; for he has enter- 
tained us witli the moſt udmirable and ſurpri- - 


Sing Relation of the Feats and Travels of 1 


Plague that ever Was told. 


This fuffictently ſhews the great Condor of 


er A and His! rea Judgment in com- 


G 2 par ing 


1 


| paring Diſeaſes, as has been already noted hy 


Stec ati 


another Hand; for if a Plague kills infinite 
Perſons in Twenty four Hours, I cannot fee 
how properly it can be called Feeble ; nay, 
if a true Judgment is made of it, the Plague 
id France is not to be compared to it for 1 
Strength and, God knows, the French; find 
its Power too great, and God grant that we 
may never try. its Feebleneſs. Our Author's 
Juagment is no leſs conſpicuous, in comparing 
What he calls the Dunkirk Fever, with the 
;Siokneſs, for that was neither an 
Ephemera of one, not of more Days; neither 
did it terminate in Twenty-four Hours. How 
then are thoſe two. Diſeaſes alike; that have 


nothiag of the ſame Features or Reſemblance, 


+ 


believe the Doctor means that 


as a new Diſeaſe to 


no more than the Time of their Duration 

the ſame. Beſides, this . ern 8 | 
of any Plague, buta Fever we find to he 
common in all the Marſhy Places in the Low 


Countries; and what the Dusch call a Fever 


from the PorpEkks, and that happens in the 
end of a hot Summer, or in the beginning of 
the Autamnn , n do noise 

But if Imay ꝑueſs by the Caat N Ae 
this Fever bears, of the Dunkirk, Fauer, I may 
Sebelick, Fever 


that happe nei in 1715 but L will not anſwer 
for the Time: This Fever was then called che 
Galloping Fever, becauſe too many Phyliciags 


3 


* 


deed laſted, 3,or 4 Days, and often went off 
E 
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with a gentle Sweat, but killed no bed 
whateyer Method they took for curing it, or 
that they did not anything for its Cure. Now, 
with. Submiſſion to the great Dr. Mead, 

cannot find the Relation and Likeneſs thy 

Galloping Fever has to the Sweating Sickneſs, 
Native of Exgland, in. che very be inning, and 
the end of the Reign of Henry VII 
One Obſervation; 1 would make from the 
foregoing Accounts, and that is very comfort- 
able to Patients. and their Phyfcians ; that 

bereft neither of theſe will think theth- 


elves ill uſed, for Pr. Me $ ſaying, that's Es 


Phylician (eſpecially if he hates or fears him 


more than the Plague) has miſtaken His Dil 


eaſe, and has preſcrib'd improperly on that, 


4 


or any. other Account: an that becauſe we 


fad him little acquaiated with the PEI 
atl 


6 Diſeaſes, and not over - faithful in re 


them. Let this Corollary, Scholinm, or 1 
of this Language he affeQs, neyer depart from 
ent, or his or her Phyſician. I 

I I ought not to remark fur er in this firlt 
Part, if he did not expect I Ihould not om 

what: he fays. of the Fury af the Plague 1 

1665. This Scene is prepared by calling in: 
Diſpoſition to Contagion that js in every, the 
very belt of, Air; and hereby we felt this Ca- 
lamity. of a Plague in this Year. He ſays, & 
continued in this City, about ten Months; and 


the Memory of a; judicious, \realonable Pale | 


 Fvept away by Computation 97306 Perſons. Hé 

Will have it allowed, that the Diſeaſe came by 
Coton; and he charges the Duration of it on 
the Government, by their ordering to ſhut u 

the Houſes. But this is the er: poor of 


this Phyſician, that he makes every Relation 
either incredible, or frivolous, when he would 
int out its Greatneſs, and make us feel it. I 
cannot tell where he pick d up this Account; 
but he makes it leſs terrible than it was truly, 
by Eee the Fact. Dr. Hodges oe 
us, that el 
to have been' One Hundred Thouſand ; and 
erein he is followed by Doctor Roſary, alias 


 eAnodyne-Necklace : but no body can tell Dr. 


M's Voucher. 


Kut if we conſult the Bill'of Mortality of 


that Lear, we find only fifty Thouſand one 
Hundred and 22; and if we add 4 Mr. 
Graunt proves to be ſuppreſled in the Account, 


there Will be fixty ſix Thouſand fix Hun“ 
dred and 96 ied" of the Plague in 1663. 


But if we conſider that it began about the 
27th of December, 1664. and ended the 26th 
of September, | 1665. We find it did not laſt a- 

bove nine Monchs. Conſider like wiſe, that 
from the 25th of December to the 6th of June 
incluſively there only died 92. andtherefore the 
Mortality is to be teckoned from the 13th of 
Fave, 1665. t6 the 2610 of September in that 
Year. Now if we take the Mortality ro have 


been equal (as it was dot) from the 13 of 


June 


ome computed the Loſs by the Plague 


far greater Mortality, and far more. terrible, 


3 2 r = 


wag 1 
June to the 26th of September, the Mortality 
did not laſt above 16 Weeks: *So that the 
Mortality was really greater than if there had 


died equally 100000 in ten Months; for in 


this Caſe there only died 2500 each Week: 


bat by the true Account there died 4162. a 


than what is brought on the former Suppoſi- 
tion, about the time the Plague laſted, a 
the Ha vock that it made in that time. 7 

It is not only the Numbers that fall we 
Plague that ſtrike Terror into Men, butthe 
Suddenneſs and Manner of Dying heighten 
our Fears, and make every thing more terri- 
ble; for Phyſicians have been Strangers to the 
Diſeaſe, nor have their Remedies been able to 
give any Check to its Fury. The People die 
with Medicines and without them, and thoſe 
that have ſeemed to be uſeful in one Caſe, 
have ſeldom failed to prove hurtful in ano- 
ther. No body is 1 ſtrong enough to re- 
ſiſt it, neither they who had the beſt Conſt i- 
tution, nor they who have been treated in the 


beſt Method. But what is moſt grievous, on 


thoſe Occaſions, is the great Deſpair that ſeizes 
the Infected, Who are' ſo far from ſubmitting 
to. the moſt. proper Endeavours that may be 
made for their Cure, that they abandon, and 
give themſelves up as helpleſs, and out of the 
Power of any Relief: while the Diſeaſe gets 
Ground, acquires new Strength, and lays de- 
ſolate the moſt populous Cities. ha = 


— 46 . 3 
3 1 ſhall end my Remarks on the firſt Part of 
the ſhort Diſcourſe, in the Words of the late 
Biſhop. of Racheſter * who deſcribes een 
File Article very patheticallj . 


F Here; lies 4 Mother aud ber Chill : $7 1 me 
we Infant ſutk'd as yet; and ſmiPd'; - 
Bit /irait by its vows Food was kill: 
Fo There Parents bupg'd their Childrew 1 0 
Here, prating Lovers laſt pr Mer 
Bat yet not parting neit bo- 
They both epiν d, and went eee. 
Ide Friend doe, hear his Friend's laſt Cries; 
[7 Parts his Grief oe — __ then dies; 
= 9115 Lives not enongh to c Eves, +. 
= © The Father, at his Death, Wo o. Nel 
= 5 his Son Heir with av gene- Breath: 
he (ame Hour the Som does take $6 
12 H Fathers Will, and his own-make.' 1: | 
| The Servant need! aur have be Hain, 
Th ſerve his Maſter in the ot her World again", 
| ol 755 languiſbing together li 
Ppbeir Souls away together flie\ b 100, MOI] 
'' The Husband gaſps ; his Wife lies * 
It muſt be ber tarn next to dis: 1 980 
e Hudhand and the Wife W $1293 1230 B00 
Too truly now are one, and live ous „E K* 
Tp)bar Corple, who the Gods did ee f 
Had made their Prayers here in vain': 
b Fates in withie 2 Pri divide; 3 
92A , we eir Priuilege, 67 
12 2 02 Coe ay d. 


* N of Athens, . 19& 2 20. 5 PART | 


"4 


wa, 


2 


1. 


. 


1 
. | 


4 
X . . 4 - <'* 
| 14 | * . N 1685 * ; 9 * 
\ l : * 
* * Yg n 
| | P R i | . ] 1 | | * Fd 
l . * 3 p | 

l l - 7 5 k . 7 N . 8 bd 7 k | 
A hs 1 

* * 1 e * 4 * * 4 . 


r is with" the greateſt Pleaſure we en⸗ 
@ Iv ter upon the Method of preventing, 

XSY tho” not of curing this infidious Enemy 
of Mankind, which very juſtly has filled the 
World with Fear and Horror. For this Rea- 
ſon, and that Matters may proceed not only 
in greater Order, but alſo with greater Truth, 
Dr. Mead has gone through. much Philoſophy 
and Theory in Medicine, with great Labour 
and Fatigue; even to fainting away, de/paire 


faction, knowing by much Experience, that 
the World is not fo hard to pleaſe. 8 00d 
And therefore, he begins this ſecond: Part, 


by telling us, how great a Satisfaction it is, b 


know that the Plague is no Native'of our Coun. 
try, *T hope he is fatisfy'd with this Conceit, 
but I am afraid few People find any new Aſ- 
ſurance, and Courage, ſpringing up in them, 


upon this Aſſertion; or that they can have a” 


better Heart to face the Plague more boldly, 


if it ſhould be our Mis fortune to have a Vile A 


from it at this time 
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POE ns a But 


ing often in doing any thing to His own Satiſ⸗ 


DES CAL - 
But in what Page does this Demonſtration 
lie? He has only told us, hitherto, that the 
ior? Air is omy "infeed with peſtilential 

teams, that riſe out of Bogs; or out of Men 
that have died of the Plague; or elſe that theſe 
Steams were packed up in Goods, and with 
them carried from one Country into another: 
and tho? this be bravely told, without any 
Reaſon aſſigned for it; yet We know not 
where they firſt have their Origine, and of 
what Country they are Natives. We have 
ſeen an Original Engliſh Plague, that came 
from no Place in the World, and took up its 
 Abode altogether here; and whether all the 

reſt, that have afflicted our Iſland, are Na- 
tives or Foreigners, is nothing ſo clear, as to 
build any great Satisfaction upon. And theres 
fore, 1 do think, with the Doctor, that all 
Means ſhould be found out to keep. our ſelue g 
clear from it; tho we can find no great Ex- 
couragement from what he yet has told us, 

_* This Caution, as he tells us, conſiſts of two 
Parts: The preventing its being brought into 
our Iſtand; and, The putting @ ſtop to its ſpreads 
ing among us. But, as the Doctor has a very 
ill Memory, and ſeldom performs. what he 
promiſes, give me leave to put him in mind 
of a Promiſe, in his Preface; that his Method 
dn be different from that "taken in former 

times among us, and from what they commonly 
do abroad : Tho? we have no Encouragement: 
to think, that it will prove agreeable to me 

"TX » ae 2 | & 4 
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The Doctor is very full on this firſt Head 
of Caution, and beſtows no fewer than 

nine Pages about Quarant ines, and Lagaret. 
toes; but as there is nothing newer (aid of 
them than what has been known, theſe two 
hundred Years; leave that Affair to the Ciz 
vil Magiſtrate, Wheſe Care can never exceed; 
when it's employed for the Good vf the Peo- 
ple. But as far as'we may depend upon the 


Ferst, and Philoſophieal Part of this Diſcourſe; 


thers is no great Occaſion fot either of them 

We live a great way from the South of Hance, 
and the Doctor has aſſared us, that the Plague 
cannot teach us, by ſome hundreds of Miles. 
For, to our Satisfaction be it remember'd, 
that Air it ſelf is very pure and harmleſs; nor 


can it otherwiſe be infected, chan hy peſtilen- 


tial Stea ms iſſuing out of Bodies, at rhe end of 
the Diſeaſe; as alſo, that they cannot travel 
any length, if there is not a Diſpoſition in 
the Air, which it only has when ſuppoſed. 
And therefore, we are very little obnoxious 
to a Plague, and conſequently have no great 
Qccalion for Lagarettoes or Quarantines. _ 

I cannot omit, without incurting Diſplea- 
ſure;' the pretty Expedient the Doctor recom- 
mends; for diſcovering when the Plague has 
forfa ken a Parcel of Goods; and that becauſe 
he might foreſee a Queſtion might ariſe, about 
rhe Time they ſhould ſerve their Quarautine; 


and whether forty Days were ſufficient. His 


Anſwer is fine! Why; we muſt ſet little Birds 
egos H2 vpon 
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rel of Gun-powder.; , The Reaſon for this Ex- 


Occaſion, Phyſicians have care 


(32) 
upon the expaſed Goods. But, may not the 
Attempt prove dangerous, and as dangerous 
as to ſet a lighted Match to a good large Bar- 


periment, is, becauſe it has been obſerved in 


times of the Plague, that that Country is for- 


ſaken bp abe Birds; and for this — door 


| Diemerbs ek. 


Ho beautifully are ſuch Prefages related 
by Lucretigs, Virgil, Ovid, n_ other Poets; 
but how inſipidly are they miſapplied on this 

folly obſerved 
and recorded, every thing conſiderable and 
extraordinary that preceded the Peſtilence; 
and that in order to provide themſelves againſt 
it, and to give the Alarm of its; firſt Ap- 
proaches, that People may prongs ſor their 
Safety ia time. Some of theſe Preſages are 
55 from the Heavens, ſome from the Air; 
others from the Earth; and many; from "oy 
N. ene 


5 ede exiguus Mus | A 
| oflugiriun tibi triſte dabit. 


0 

But as the Conſideration of thoſe preſages 
do not fall properly in my way at this time; 
we proceed next to conſider, how a ſtoꝑ is put 
to the Plague, in Caſe,. through a Miſcarriage 
in the Publick Care, by the Neglect 45 Officers, 
or otherwiſe, ſucb a ae e b bee 
70 e 115. 


And 


R 
And here we muſt obſerve, that this Art 

of Quarantines, and Lagarettoss, is ſo infalli- 
ble, that we may blame the Civil Magiſtrate, 


and his Officers, if ever the Plague is ſuffered 


to come among us. For my part, I cannot 


think any Government fo fooliſhly malicious 


to ſuffer a Plague to come into their Coun» 
try, if they knew how to avoid it. But that 


we may not ſlightly bring an ill Report 


againſt Governors; the Phyſicians are to be 
bla med, when the Orders of the Civil Magi- 


ſtrate ate hurtful ; for he always ta kes Coun+ 


ſel with Phyſicians in all Matters, relating 
to Nature and Health: This has been the 
Practice in all Nations, and in all Times, 


ſince Mankind has been govern'd by Law; 
and if theſe wrong Meaſures are owing to tb 


norance of the- true Nature of . Contavian, 


' ſurely it's none of the Magiftrate's Buſineſs to 


diſcover it. 1 l 
The Magiſtrate may contradict his former 
Orders, for any Thing that is better, at leaſt. 
not ſo. pernicious, as thoſe whereunto! he Was 
led by Phy ſicians. But the Phyſicians in Lon- 
don might not have adviſed the ſhutting up of 
Houſes, if they had remember'd the fatal Ex- 
periments of it in other Countries, recorded in 


Books of Phyſick. Iercurialu tells us, how 


the Houſes were ſhut up in Milan on this O- 
caſion, but that the Magiſtrates found their 
Miſtake in a Week, and ſet them open again, 
very much to the Comfort of the Healthy, 0 

N S- 
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Relief of the Sick. 575 ſame learned Author 
informs us, that burning infected Goods was 
ſduad to do great Miſchlef in a Plague in Fa. 
ina, and what then ſhall we think of our 
telebrated Phyſician; who * recommends this 
Method of Burning 34 Qua propter, ſa ys the 
famous Mereaviahs, uon pilſ um comme nda 1705 
55555 e tem poribus infectas ſupollectilos in ur- 

bits 2 propterea quod, TR We _—_ 
forely fay, that 4 Error is not only bn #6 
bi Tencrance of the true Natars 'of Contugion, 
but even of his Tgrorance” doh 8 
d Abroad. E Ii £41 > 3-00 4 

1 'think the" Bodo Us made a. Hietle 

too free with the Civil Magistrate, and his 
Bretten of the Faculty; eſpecially, chat 
he has no whete told us any Thing of hes 
ture of Contagion; not ſo much as what we 
may read in many Books of Phyfick. And 
therefore his further inveighing againſt PH. 
Ark and Phyſici aur, is the moſt ſurprizing, un- 
- ecountable Indiſcretion that Man ever Was 
gnilty of: A Man that has done nothing, but 

to corrupt it: For thus he puts an End to a 
great deal ef rambling Stuff, about ſhutting: 
vp Houſes. | The Management in former Times 
welt her anſwers the Purpoſe f diſcovering the 
beginning of the" Tfefion, nor of putting atop 
; 70 ir e KL covered, wow Meaſures ane” id 
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. Page 40. t late 31. N 
A 3 : | tain), 


tan ee 1 tent fbonld be of 


he will allow th 


fiſt of, diſcarded. Phyſicians. Second 
_ the ſick Families are gone (whether 


Reaſon, why Hippocrates, and all other Phy- 
Teo | ſicians 
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ficians after him, hav 


(56) 
e adviſed 


making Fires 


for preventing the Plague; neither ſpared they 
any Expence in Scents, ſweet and aromatick 
Woods; and even they put ſacred Things to 
that. very Uſe. Let, accordin 
the Doctor * contradicts himſelf, on this Ar- 
ticle, at the ſmall diſtance of four Pages; 
where Fires again are condemned as pernici- 
. ous. The Reaſon alledged for this later Ex- 
periment is abſolutely falſe; for Dr. Hodges 
aſſures us, that the Weather was not Hot in 
But, I believe, the true Rea- 
ſon of the Contradi&ion is, that the Doctor 
will, at any Time, venture being found in a 
Contradict ion, three Doors off, as well as 
four Pages off, to fave His Bacon, or for a 
Conceit, But there is, even in thi, 
nothing New, for there was one Raymundus, 
who is noted for this Singularity by other Au- 
whoſe Words our Doctor ſeems to tran- 
ſlate. Peſtilentes Febres , ſays Raymundus, 
 eArdentes ſunt, & idcirco ab dere fervido, & 
calente augentur. I mult beg leave to crowd. 


that Summer. 


merry 


thors, 


to Cuſtom, 


Doctor; that as Fires are thus hurtful, ſo, and 


in another ke becauſe I follow the 


for that Reaſon, i 


Jn + 
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firing of Guns. The 
Word Fire is common in both Expreſſions, 
but it was never the Heat of great Guns, but 
their Noiſe that was recommended, and that 


a 


ho 


i. 
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is a ſort of Wind, ſo much recommended for- 
merly, by Dr. Mead; but what ſome have too 
Yaſhly adviſed. Mira vis verbis, | © 
But to return to Damp: ; he allows they 
approach the firſt Original of Contagion, 10 
that if they are not the firſt, they may very 
well be the ſecond Original of Contagion; for 
where there is a firſt, there is always a ſecond 
in every Order and Number of Things. Now, 
as Fires are manifeſtly uſeful in the Damps of 
Coal Pits, and Goals, Why not in the raw 
Damps of Contagion ?. And if that is a true 
Experiment, why does Dr. Mead forſake Hip- 
pocrates, and the antient Sages of Phylick, for 
an Error that is not new; and, perhaps, .not 
agreeable to Reaſon? And Ovid tell us, Tem- 
Poribus Medicina valet. As tothe Story of the 
44944! 1 at Oxford, it ſhall not be careleſ- 
ly negleccec. 888 
The laſt Member of Novelty mentioned, is 
the keeping our Houſes and Streets clean from 
Filth, Carrion, and al manner of Nuſances; 
and 1 hope every Body will readily admit, that 
this was never done before, neither here at = 
Home, nor Abroad in other Countries; ane 
I'll fwear for him, this Time, that it is highly 
neceſſary. His Inferehce is ſtrong; for if all 
' theſe zew and reaſonable Inſtructions take 
. there will be no need of any Methods, 
or CORRECTING fe Alk, PurirxiNG, Hou- 
SES, or of Rules for PRESERVING PARTICULAR 
PERSONS from INFECTION. Yet in this wt "a 
2 Wa x 
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ſtant there follows a freſh Contradict ion, if I 
underſtand him; but leaſt I do not, I ſhall give 
-  yeu his oπ¹] n Words, in order to de better in- 
form'd. Toall which, if the Plague get head, 
ſo that the Sick are too many to he removed, Re- 
Card muſt be bad, Now, as far as I under- 
ftand the DoQor, the Plague may get Head 
againſt all theſe infallible Methods, but J 
cannot for my Life tell, what we are to 
Regard; but as theſe Methods are both falli 
ble and infallible, at the ſame Time, the 
Doctor has fallen into another groſs Contrg» 
dict ion. 175 een 
But, Which is a more melancholy Story, 
this ſeems to be the whole of Preventing we 
have hitherto expected; ſo that all the Philoſo- 
phy he brought forth, in the firſt Part of his 
Diſcourſe, has only been to make us 1 
and Scavengers, to ſet the Watch, and clean 
the Streets. A fine Account, indeed, of Pre- 
vent ing. i e 2 5 
This Diſcourſe never look'd as if it were ta 
live long, its firſt Stamina were fo rotten, and 
defective; and any one, with half an Eye, 
might ſee it would die of an Apoplexy, or fl 
die and then have an Apoplexy, as the Faſhion 
of Dying has been of late. 
When I formerly obſerved the great Neg 
lect of the Diſpoſition and eAfptneſ: of a SubjeQ 
to receive and cheriſh the Diſeaſe, I was then 
very much afraid that the celebrated Dr. Meal 


muſt ſuffer, when it was bis Buſineſs to teach 


(58) 


Fa us hou to prefetve our ſelves from Infection; 
in. which has, at this Time, befallen him with a 
4, M witneſs; for now our 8 — confiſts in the 
Ch former. But if the Flagbe hould chance 1 . 
r. MW force his Lines, it is very plain, that we mult 
2d fſurtender at Diſeretion to this moſt cruel Ene- 


'7 my. Our Generals taught the French, ſome 


Experience, bow inſuf 


18 

7 

A 

£ is meant by the Word. 
1] prevent, but he knows 
4 to conſider 


ter Infection. 
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Years ago, how ſlender a Defence Lines were; 
B og bids ton 


cient they are to re- 


ſtraia its Violence; for it has not only march- 
ed over their Lines in Defiance of their Guards, 
V, but even Eaſtwardt and Southwards, to the 
Contempt of Marthæus Villanut, and our Doc 
tor,” his zealous' Follower. 
1 But I am, again, afraid that the Caſe at 
preſent is much the ſame as it was in the be- 
ginning of his ſport Diſcourſe ; for he then pro- 
poſed” to treat of Contagion, but he quickly 
dropp'd it, without ſo much as telling us What 


Here now we ſhould 
as little of this as he- 


did formerly of Contagion : For When he * #” 
by what Means particular Perjons 

' beſt defend themſelves againſt Contagion'; 

he adds, for the effectun doing of which it would 
be neceſſary to put the Humors of the Body into 
ſuch a State, az not to be alterable by the M 


Phyſician ever {id ſo 
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before Dt. Mead? And if an Impoſſibility of 
this Nature was expected from the Faculty of 

Phyſick, I hope they would acknowledge and 

confeſs their Ignorance. It is the ſame 

Thing, as if the Government ſhould expect, 
that Phyſicians are to cure the Subjects of any 
one Diſeaſe, ſo that they ſhould never feel it 
hereafter ; the Curative Part of ay in that 
Senſe, mult be as impoſſible as the Preſer ua · 
tive. Mankind is more eaſy, and not only 
bears with what is not poſſible, but even with 
Blunders, that proceed from Ignorance and 

rupidity. All that is expected from Phylici- 
ans, is to have ſuch Rules, whereby our 
Health may be ſecured to them, as far as it is 
conſiſtent with Human Nature, and the 
known Means : And if Dr. Mead would have. 

- communicated ſome of thoſe wiſe Rules, that 
are to be Mund in Books of Phyſick, . even 
without deducing them from any Principle of 
Reaſon, he then had done them the greateſt 

Good, and-what they ſeem to want and 
ie. 5 ir 

That we may ſee, how little Doctor Mead 
underſtands the Method of Preventing, and 
alſo how praQticable it is: We find Hippocra- - 
tes values himſelf for being the firſt. that 
foreſaw a Diſeaſe; and he tells us, That 
* Diſeaſes do not come upon Men of a ſudden ; 


—— 
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* Lib. I» De Vis. rat. Lib. Zo De Diata. 
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| but being collected by. degrees, ſhew themſelves: 
afterwards in the bulk. And , Galen ſays, 
| That all Phyfcians-are agreed, that there muſt 
be ſome Time for breeding a Diſtemper. Now, 
if Diſeaſes take a Time before they are bred; 
then it is an obvious Conſequence, that Diſ- 
| eaſes may be prevented. Surely, this is conſo- 
nant to common Senſe; for an Embryo Diſeaſe 
muſt be far more eaſily cured, than a Diſeaſe 
after it is formed, and ſettled upon any Perſon; 
and thereby his Strength, or Conſtitution, de- 
ſtroyed: For however Curative Method, and 
Preſervative, are different Words, they only - 
ſignify. the ſame Thing at different Times. 
Curing a naſcent Diſeaſe is preſerving us from 
being hurt by it; and curing a ſettled Diſeaſe, » 
Where the Inſtruments of Action are hurt, is 
curing it in the common Acceptat ion 
And therefore our Doctor ſeems to have no 
manner of Notion of theſe Words, when he 
would tell us that it is as impoſſible to pre- 
vent the Plague; as to have a Specifick Pre- 
ſervat iue from the Small Par; which we find 
is far from being impoſſible. But why a Spe- 
ciſek? Muſt he have a Specifick, becauſe Dr. 
eAnodyne Necklace has one? I cannot find any 
other Reaſon, eſpecially, that it now plainly 
appears, and is evident, that curing a Diſeaſe, ' 
and preventing it, is the ſame Action, and 
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Lib. 1. De loc. affect. Pag. 13. Junt. 
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s ' 
may be done with the fame Tools, whether 
they are Common, or Specifick, in the ſtrict- 
eſt Senſe Phyficians uſe thoſe Words. This 

his Miſunderſtanding the Doctrine of Phyſi- 
cians is further manifeſt from the laſt Para- 


graph of his Diſcourſe; that his Directions 


may be of Uſe towards eſtabliſhing a better Me- 
#hod of Cure, than Authors have commonly 
tauglu, which might be true, if that Doctrine 
had been drawn from the Nature of Infection - 
or - Contagion; hut, at preſent, he knows as 
little of the grammatical Senſe of theſe Terms, 
as he does of the Things themſelves. © 
Let us ceaſe, then, to wonder why {6 great 
Care is had to keep our Houſes cool, at Page 
47% and ſo little for our Perſons, at Page 49 
of the Diſcoarſe; and in Conſequence to that, 
we find more Receipts for a Houſe than for a 
Man. He mentions Vinegar upon the Au- 
thority of Rhaser, which is no more for a Per- 
ſon tat affects an Opinion for being learned, 
than if he had recommended ĩt from Dr Hodges ; 
fince Phyſicians ko-, how much it has been 
eſteemed by the moſt antient Phyſicians of 


Grebe and Italy: But this its Virtue: 1a the 
Plague 


of Peſtilence is not contrary to What 
Authors adviſe, in making Fumes of her 
Things on that Occaſion. This is very mani- 
feft; if the Doctor will conſider what the great 
Celſus has ſaid of it. —— 
But it will not be difficult to give # very 
probable ConjeQure, vy our Doctor gives 


ef hi (6g) e 
ſo trifling, and contradictory Account of thoſe : 
Medicines, recommended for preſerving us 2 
againſt the Plague; even, when there is not 
ſo great a Store for any other Diſeaſe, and 
ſome of them come well recommended for the 
Purpoſe of Preventing ; if we remember the 9 
common Method of our Author through all | 


. 
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what he offers tq.qu 
has all along N 


then there is an end of our Wonderigg. 
His Medicines are of two Sorts ;. one Set | 
of them publiſhed in a very ſmall Book, the | 
there is a large Account of their Virtues and 
Uſes. There is a ſecond Sort, which ſome | 
worthy Gentlemen of great Families, and 
great Eſtates, have told us of, and theſe were 
the Secrets of an eminent Phyfician, Bur. | 
how do Gentlemen know Secrets in Phyſick ?. 
It is not hard to gueſs who were chiefly con- 
cern'd in their Information, and who have 
made a goodly Income from a pretended Izhe- 
ritance to pretended - Secrets. This is the 
Shrine of the great Djana, to which every 
Thing muſt not only ſabmir, but for it every 
other Shrine muſt be removed, even Dong. 7 . 

ell; 
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ſelk; fo that we 0 AAP hear of Doctor 

R. Secrets for the Plague, if it ſhould 

be the Will of God to ſend it us for a Puniſh- 
ment of our Sins. 

© How eaſy. a Matter is it to become a great 

Phyſician, but how difficult to a Man of 

Education and Honour? Hence it is that we 

find in all Times, tho never more than in the 
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= preſent, that Phyſick is the common Reſort 
i * of all indigent Men, that no other Arts can 
* rovide with a Living. Here Doctor Roſary 

* 1as made a better Market for his Beads, than 
1 ever was in any Roman Catholick Country, 
1 | Spain and Portugal not excepted. At this 
3 Time too, he is among, the chief Writers on the 
FF Plague, and with inſufferable Aſſurance, de- 
=. dicates that Trifle to the Prefi dent of the Col- 
= Ege of Phyſicians, where, in the end, he tells, 
_ the World, how uſeful his Necklace is or bs : 
| 1 J Plague. OS: 

1 eAmulets , indeed, have. been in 

= Eficem in Times of the Pla gue, and n 8 

14 ij ſome great Phyſician will. 92 his Name 8 
= one, that may frighten away. this- terrible 
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